FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR:
THE YEAR IN REVIEWV 2024-2025

The Children’s Choir is supported by an amazing group of parents, grandparents, adult
choir members, church leaders, and volunteers. It is nothing short of amazing how
committed and faithful folks are to attend and participate in this children’s ministry. We
are particularly grateful to Mary Gonzales and Ginny Nagy. These ladies show up
weekly to help with every task imaginable...everything from taking attendance to
accompanying on the piano.

PARTICIPATION IN WORSHIP AND FAITH FORMATION

September |5, 2024 Everybody’s Got a Place in the Choir
October 20, 2024 Come Into God’s Presence
November 17, 2024 A Simple Song of Thanks
December 15, 2024 Will You Be Ready?

December 24, 2024 The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy
February 16, 2025 Somebody’s Knockin’

March 23, 2025 The Prayer of Saint Patrick

April 13,2025 Lo, He Comes!

May 4, 2025 Calling



SPECIAL EVENTS

Children’s Choir Festival in Richmond, Va. November 18-19, 2024

Thirteen children along with parents and leaders traveled to Richmond to participate
with other children’s choirs in a small festival. We were given a repertoire of 5
anthems to prepare ahead of time. The children rehearsed under the direction of a
talented clinician and presented a worship program. This was the first such festival held
since 2020! We look forward to participating again this coming fall in an expanded
version of the event!

Video Recording Session  April, 23, 2025
End-of-year birthday/recording party

With the help of Dylan McKeeman, the children video recorded one verse of “Hymn of
Promise”, “Somebody’s Knockin’ “, and a two-verse rendition of “Happy Birthday”. A QR
code linked to the video is put on stickers and used by the Communicating Love and Care
card writing ministry. The card writers include the sticker in birthday cards. The recording
can also be used as a gift to those who are unable to worship in person (and/or family

members who request it).



Fifth Graders Celebration and introduction to Youth Choir May 4, 2025

The fifth graders were invited to attend a youth choir rehearsal. (The choristers also had the
opportunity to attend subsequent rehearsals and to participate in the May |8 Evensong
Service.) Afterwards the children’s choir leaders hosted the children at Umi Japanese Steak
House for a special dinner together.

Hymns for a Lifetime

...a voluntary individual challenge for choristers to memorize hymns. This challenge is
part of a music ministry emphasis in our church. Look for opportunities to rekindle the
knowledge and love of old and new hymns in congregational “hymnsings” and worship
services.

About a third of the children participated in this challenge and “passed off“10 or more
hymns. With the help of Krista Steinhour we were able to hear children demonstrate
their ability to sing the hymns.

PARTICIPATION

A total of 36 children participated in the children’s choir this year.
7 children had an attendance rate of over 90%. (2 actually had 100%)
23 children had an attendance rate of over 75%.

Our Children’s Choir grew quite a bit this year. Eight fifth graders finished their
Children’s Choir service and may move to Youth Choir!

We are looking forward to a great 2025-2026 together! See you on September 3!





