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This world is full of beginnings — a baby's first cries, the light of sunrise, habits
retrained, love singing your name, and hope breaking into our day to day.
However, before a new beginning, there is always waiting.
 
Waiting. Like a pregnant mother waits for the arrival of her child — anxiously,
expectantly, hopefully, fearfully. Waiting for the aching pains that she has borne
these long months to finally cease. Waiting for her love for this fragile,
remarkable babe to bloom in ways she can only imagine.
 
Waiting. Like a person wide-awake, fearful, in the darkness of night waits for
the dawning of a new day. Waiting for even the tiniest streaks of light to paint
over the terrors of darkness. Waiting for the warmth of the sun to pierce
through the cold shroud of night. Waiting for relief from exhaustion.
 
Waiting. Like a student in the dog days of summer eagerly counts down to the
start of school. Like people eager for a new beginning buzz with hope about
that new job, or that budding friendship, or that unexpected opportunity.
 
In Advent, we wait. We identify with the people of Israel who waited long
centuries for their rescuer. Like watchmen waiting for the morning, we
remember Israel’s sometimes hopeful, sometimes hope-less waiting for the
Messiah, that unfailing Dayspring who pushes away the clouds of night. Like
Israel, we also are waiting for the light.
 
But we know that the light has already dawned. The light is with us. Yes, we are
still waiting for the light to cover up all the darkness. We are still longing for all
the cracks and shadows to be filled up by God’s burning, healing presence. We
are still hoping for the face of our restored earth to glow with the illuminating
glory of God that will bathe us all. But the light has come. It is here. And we are
summoned to walk in it.
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This Advent we seek a love that shoves away the shadows
of night. We seek the illuminating flare – like the light of a

star – that reveals God’s presence. As we look for and
share God’s light, may we trust wholeheartedly that it

shows us the Way.

In a world where light often seems dim, we encourage you to examine the world
through the lens of hopeful anticipation this Advent. In other words, look for
the light that you know and trust is there, even when all feels dark. Make time
to name where God’s light shines and how you are working to share that light
more abundantly. One of the ways we look for and trust that God’s light is there
is to engage in spiritual practices. Spiritual practices are ways we posture our
bodies and souls so that God can shape us with His True Story and love. Each
week, there will be a suggested practice intended to help us walk through the
week looking for and sharing light.

ii | Advent 2022

SOUNDSCAPE
We have curated a playlist to musically reflect the themes of light and darkness,  
and God's presence with us this Advent season. These songs are included in a
Spotify playlist called ADVENT 2022.
 
Light With Us theme songs:
Behold by Phil Wickham featuring Anne Wilson
Light Breaking Through by North Point Worship
 
 

To use the SPOTIFY Code on a mobile device, simply OPEN your SPOTIFY app
and CLICK SEARCH. Click in your Spotify SEARCH BAR and then CLICK the
CAMERA icon. HOVER over the SPOTIFY Code.
 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES



WEEK ONE | SUNDAY

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:
 
In the last days
the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established
as the highest of the mountains;
it will be exalted above the hills,
and all nations will stream to it.
Many peoples will come and say,
 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the temple of the God of Jacob.
He will teach us his ways,
so that we may walk in his paths.”
The law will go out from Zion,
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He will judge between the nations
and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation,
nor will they train for war anymore.
Come, descendants of Jacob,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.
 
 

2 | Advent 2022

NOVEMBER 27
ISAIAH 2:1-5

What story do you assign to this person?
What emotions would you give to this person?
How does this image make you feel?
What do you see in this piece?
What is most striking to you about this piece?
If you could stand in this scene, where would you stand and why?
How is the imagery cohesive with the passage from Isaiah 2:1-5?
If you were to paint this text, what imagery, colors, and details might you
include?

Look at the figure in this painting.
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LECTIO VISIO 

by Hannah Garrity
© A Sanctified Art



A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS | REFLECTION
I (Amy) have been reading more on the early church (think 100-300 years after
Jesus’ resurrection) and discovered a new-to-me fact that’s got my mind
whirling. In that period of time, people who wanted to commit their lives to
Jesus and join the church went through a years-long process of training called
catechesis. This part I’ve known and sorta dig (though I have only managed to
get our process at First Pres to be 4-weeks!). The part that is new to me is that
the passage from Isaiah 2 we read today was one of the cornerstone texts for
training new believers. It was what Alan Krieder calls a “controlling text image
that gave a sense of identity to Christian communities.”
 
Why was this passage a cornerstone for teaching new believers? Why this
passage, and not a passage about Jesus’ resurrection? With this fact in mind,
read the Isaiah passage again and consider for yourself why it may have been a
key passage.
 
On one hand, it’s not difficult to understand why early Christian leaders were
drawn to this text. Isaiah's picture is filled with such promise  –  a picture of the
Kingdom that God has established through Jesus that people will stream to and
be changed by. It is a picture of light and life! Believers through the centuries
have been drawn to this Scripture.
 
Yet, there was more to this passage for the early Christian church. From the bits
of writing that remain from that time period, scholars have made the case that
the early Christian church used this text in their disciple-making because it
called forth a way of life for believers. Look again at the passage. What happens
after people ascend the mountain of the Lord?
 
When people ascend the mountain of the Lord, the Lord teaches them His
ways, “so that we may walk in His paths.” This includes “beating swords into
plowshares.” In other words, in Christ, we become people who put down our
weapons – weapons of wrath, of unkind words, and hatred – and instead
become people who cultivate plowshares – tools that promote goodness and
flourishing. 
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The early church leaders took this new life marked by peace with utmost
seriousness. They expected new believers to pray for their enemies, to forgive
others, to serve sacrificially, to put down their words of discord, and yes, even
to lay down their actual weapons.
 
In the first two centuries after Jesus’ resurrection, Christians were a minority
and were often persecuted for their faith. At the same time, the church grew in
number by leaps and bounds. The early Christians didn’t grow in number
because they had a comprehensive strategy of evangelism. Instead, their lives
were so dramatically marked by self-sacrificial peace and love that people
noticed and started conversations with them about their faith.
 
This is what’s really got my mind whirling: what if we were people known for
our sacrificial peace? What if we put down our weapons of destruction, of biting
words, of grudges, of revenge, of disdain, and instead beat those weapons and
words into actions of peace and kindness? What if we literally prayed for our
enemies, the “other,” and sought to serve them? What if we took these words
of peace with the utmost seriousness? It would be costly, there is no doubt. We
could also be certain that we would be “walking in the light of the Lord” and
reflecting His peace to the world.
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"We ourselves were well conversant with war, murder and
everything evil, but all of us throughout the whole wide earth
have traded in our weapons of war. We have exchanged our

swords for plowshares, our spears for farm tools...now we
cultivate the fear of God, justice, kindness, faith, and the

expectation of the future given us through the Crucified One."
 

-Justin Martyr



“God,” I whispered. “What if peace isn’t possible? Then what?”
 
God was quiet for a minute. Then God wrapped me up in God’s arms and told
me a story. God said, “In the beginning, I knit you together. I wove strands of
peace into your heart so that you might know and grow love; and your heart
was beautiful, wild, and free. That was a long time ago, but peace is part of who
you are. It just gets stuck under fear, doubt, and hurt—like a bird with stones on
its wings.”
 
“I don’t understand,” I fussed. “If peace is part of who we are, then why are we
humans so bad at it?”
 
God held me a little tighter and said, “Little bird, remember how loved you are,
and start small. Remove the stones of anger, hurt, and fear one at a time and
peace will surely grow.”
 
Then God lifted up my arms and set me out to fly, and I realized that, grounded
in God’s love, I was beautiful and wild and free, and peace was a part of me.
 
So I flew home, and stayed up all night writing love letters and tearing down
walls so that the peace in me could fly to the peace in you.
 
Let me know when you get it.
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CONVERSATION WITH GOD
(PEACE) 

by Sarah Are, © A Sanctified Art
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Prayer
O Lord, we long for souls, bodies, lives, communities, and a world of

peace. We look forward to the day when You will completely establish
Your reign of peace and there will be flourishing. While we wait for

that day, help us to learn from Your presence with us, and walk in Your
light and Your ways. Give us the courage to look honestly at our words,
our attitudes, our grudges, our fears, and the other weapons we hold in

our hands and to lay them down, letting You beat them into tools of
flourishing. May we consider the cost of sacrificial peace a small act of
thankfulness to You, the Prince of Peace who laid down His life for us.

Amen.

Together with the Lord, at the end of each day this week, take an inventory of
your words - the words you spoke to your family members, your coworkers,
your friends, your neighbors, other students…and the words you spoke about
them or thought of them. Were those words that promoted peace and
flourishing? Remember, God’s peace is not about keeping the peace, but about
flourishing. Sometimes peaceful words are true words that may hurt, but are for
the other person’s good and said with kindness. As you examine these words,
talk to the Lord about them. Let yourself hear His words of forgiveness if
needed, and His encouragement. Ask Him to remind you in the moments of
your talking and thinking to walk in His light of peace.
 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: WORD INVENTORY

Way Maker by Leeland
Make A Way by The Porter’s Gate
 
 

SOUNDSCAPE



WEEK ONE | MONDAY 

(After the man and women in Eden had both eaten from the fruit of the tree in the
middle of the garden) … the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as
he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord
God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where
are you?”
He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked;
so I hid.”
And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the
tree of life and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord God banished him from the
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. After he
drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim
and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
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NOVEMBER 28
GENESIS 3:8-10, 22-24

REFLECTION 
Did you know that light in Scripture is a representation of God’s presence? 
 
Moses talks to a bush that’s on fire → light = God’s presence
Israelites follow a pillar of fire through the wilderness → light = God’s presence
Lightning and fire shroud the peak of Mount Sinai → light = God’s presence
Moses veils his shining face after being with God → light = God’s presence
Jesus says “I am the light of the world” → light = God’s presence
In the holy city depicted in Isaiah and Revelation the sun and the moon are no
more because God Himself is the city’s light → light = God’s presence
 
In God’s original home with His people, God was fully present. God dwelled in
the lush, temple/throne room we know as Eden. In Genesis 3 God strolled
around in the garden, like any gardener would tend to a greenhouse or herb
box. As God passes by, I can imagine light bouncing off every blade of grass,
streaming across every thick leaf, reflecting off every blooming flower. That
garden home of God must have been soaked in light! 
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Prayer
May the light shine in the darkness,

for even darkness cannot overcome it.
Amen. 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
 to the temple of the God of Jacob.

He will teach us his ways,
 so that we may walk in his paths.”

Come, descendants of Jacob,
 let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Isaiah 2

Where is light missing in the world? In your life?
Where is light breaking in?
 
 

But the first humans’ rebellion against their Creator meant they were banished
from the presence of God. They were escorted from the light of God’s presence
into the darkness of exile. Given this consequence of our first parents’ sin (i.e.
being removed from the presence of God), the invitation in Isaiah 2 to come to
the mountain of the Lord and to walk in His light is of huge significance.
 
Read again these words from Sunday’s passage:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is an invitation to restoration and reconciliation. For the prodigals to return
home. For the Lost Boys and Girls to relearn what it means to live as children of
God. It's an invitation out of darkness back into God’s light. Which really just
means back into God’s presence once again – where we were intended to be all
along, nourished and tended by our loving God.
 
 

LOOKING FOR



WEEK ONE | TUESDAY 

This is what God the Lord says—
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,
    who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it:
“I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand.
I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for
the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to
release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. I will turn the darkness into
light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will
do; I will not forsake them.”
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NOVEMBER 29 
ISAIAH 42:5-7,16 

Prayer
Lord God, Creator of light, Giver of life, I long to be filled with Your

illuminating presence. Open my heart, mind, and spirit to receive Your
fullness today. Lord God, Creator of light, Giver of life, I long to be used by
You to be a light to others. To shine brightly on paths that are hidden, to

make rough places smooth toward You, as Jesus has done for us. Grant me
the gift of receiving Your light, and the grace to share it with others today,

tomorrow, and for all my days. Amen. 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Look at the first couple verses about how God created the world. How does
Jesus’ incarnation serve as the ultimate affirmation of creation? 
God intends His people, Israel, to play a special role in bringing His restoring
light to the Gentiles (i.e. all people who aren’t Jews). According to the text,
what does God do, and what do the people of Israel do, to accomplish this
act of bringing light to the darkness?
When you think about the people in your own family, communities, and in
our city, how might you understand “blindness” in a non-literal way? Who
are the “captives” of our modern, western world? Who are people “chained
in dungeons of darkness”? How can you bear God’s restoring light to those
people in metaphorical darkness? 

WEEK ONE | WEDNESDAY 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of
darkness into his wonderful light.
 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
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NOVEMBER 30 
1 PETER 2:9-10

Prayer
Lord, as the days darken and the shadows of this winter season

lengthen, we seek the warmth of Your presence. You are the one who
calls us out of darkness into Your wonderful light. Give us eyes to see
Your light, ears to hear the invitation of Your voice, and hearts that

thrill in response to the summons out of darkness into the illumination
of Your presence. Amen. 



WEEK ONE | THURSDAY 

Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are
famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king
and their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and
darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 
Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the
past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future
he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—
 
 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
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DECEMBER 1 
ISAIAH 8:21-9:2

REFLECTION 
It’s easy to talk about darkness in Advent because we are surrounded by it. The
days are short, dark, and cold. But darkness isn’t only outside of us. It’s also
within us. And part of what we do in Advent is lament the darkness that has
invaded the light of God’s good creation. We tell the truth about the things God
sees in us and in this world. We name the things the biblical prophets named:
our participation in the darkness; the ways we have become cold, callous,
uncaring, blind to the light. We name the injustice perpetrated even by God’s
people toward the vulnerable. We name our own hard-heartedness and
infidelity toward God.
 
The people in this passage from Isaiah were living in darkness. Some of that
darkness was circumstantial and external: they were in distress because of
invaders trying to claim their land. But the reason why the enemy was there in
the first place was because of the darkness within the ancient Israelites. They
had rebelled against God and had turned cold toward Him. They had not cared
for each other or their neighbors. The darkness of their sin is at play in this
passage, as is the darkness of their foreboding circumstances.
 
The situation of the Israelites is our situation, too. There is darkness within us,
and around us. And we must tell the truth about that darkness.

Because we must first acknowledge the darkness in order for the redeeming
light of Christ to mean anything. We need to recognize what’s wrong before we
can celebrate the fullness of hope and restoration Christ brings. Let us tell the
truth about the darkness. But let us also tell the truth about the Light that has
come to dwell with us. The people walking in darkness have seen a great light!
On those living in the land of deep darkness, a light has dawned! Let us bask in
the forgiveness, cleansing, healing, freedom, justice and abundance of God’s
holy fire that purifies, and burns away the shroud of gloom.
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Those Who Walked In Darkness by Jan Richardson
© janrichardsonimages.com



WEEK ONE | FRIDAY 

Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.
Your righteousness is like the highest mountains,
your justice like the great deep.
You, Lord, preserve both people and animals.
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God! 
People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river
of delights.
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.
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DECEMBER 2 

PSALM 36:5-9 

REFLECTION Prayer
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and
turns the shadow of death into the morning: drive far from us all wrong

desires, incline our hearts to keep Your law, and guide our feet in the way of
peace, that, having done Your will with cheerfulness while it was day, we

may rejoice to give You thanks when night comes. Amen. 

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,

We pray you hear us when we call.
 

In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,

You came, O Savior, to set free
Your own in glorious liberty

Come, Sun and Savior, to embrace
Our gloomy world, its weary race.
Come in Your holy might, we pray;

Redeem us for eternal day. 
 

At Your great name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend,
all hearts must bow;

All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heaven shall call you Lord. 

Evening Hymn for Advent, 8th century

Prayer
Arise, shine, for our light has come. The radiance of God has risen upon us.

Amen.

WEEK ONE | SATURDAY 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.
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DECEMBER 3 
JOHN 1:1-5 

Look back on the last week, reflecting on the events and circumstances
you’ve experienced, and the people you’ve interacted with. How have you
seen or experienced light? 
How have you shared light with others?

 
 

Shine In The Darkness by Jan Richardson
© janrichardsonimages.com

SHARING THE 



WEEK TWO | SUNDAY 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly
appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord
will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry
for help, and he will say: "Here am I. If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf
of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in
the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday."
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DECEMBER 4 
ISAIAH 58:8-10
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LECTIO VISIO

Dawn (Isaiah 58) by Hannah Garrity © A Sanctified Art

In today’s Lectio Visio artwork, above, we observe a dancer in perpetual motion.
The artist reflects that this dancer is in a whirlpool that threatens to suck her life
away, and yet she rises effortlessly: “In this image, I have represented a woman
spinning up out of a whirlpool, her face shining up at the sun. She rises above
the ruins of ancient cities. Background motion spins up with the energy of the
woman who represents the Holy Spirit, who represents the oppressed breaking
free from the yoke, breaking “forth like the dawn” (Isaiah 58:8)."
May we, too, rise from the chaos and darkness, being lifted by the Spirit into the
new creation life that has spoken for us through His Word, Jesus. 

Look at the figure in this piece. What story do you imagine for her?
What do you see in this piece? What is most striking to you?
What about this image resonates with the words from Isaiah 58:8-10?
If you were to paint today’s passage from Isaiah 58, what imagery, colors,
and details might you include?

Look at the figure in this painting.

We sure love Christmas presents. This fall I (Heather) received an Amazon
catalog chock full of kids toys. Just kids toys – at least 30 pages worth! There
certainly is joy in giving gifts to our loved ones. But I wonder if Christmas
presents and other holiday traditions can provide a false light – a temporary
balm – in a world filled with darkness, kind of like Icy Hot on sore muscles. We
see in Scripture the reality of our sin-darkened circumstances. We also see how
God longs to flood the darkness with light. His plan to do this isn’t a temporary
fix, like a fir tree full of presents, or a Band Aid on a wound. Rather, He has a
plan to dispel the darkness from us and from the whole world. 
 
The second verse of the Bible says the earth was formless and empty, and
darkness was over the surface of the deep. Until God spoke. And there was
light.
 
Light that overcame the darkness. 
Light that led to life for God’s people. 
 
That creation week, God continued to speak a total of ten times and created a
cosmic home for He and His people. Eden’s lush garden was a kingdom of light
and beauty. But we humans took a deep dive into darkness with our
disobedience. Humanity’s lack of care toward God, each other, and God’s
creation led to heartache and death over and over until God allowed the return
of His beautiful creation into a chaotic, black, watery mess again. Once again,
dark waters covered the face of the earth. The ten words of creation were
undone.
 
Centuries later, God spoke into the darkness of His people’s captivity in Egypt.
Once again, He spoke ten times, through the ten plagues, to bring forth a new
existence for His people. God delivered His people through the watery chaos of
the sea, with a light going before them that represented God’s presence. 
 
Light that overcame the powers of darkness. 
Light that led to new life for the people of God. 
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OH HEALING LIGHT, BREAK FORTH | REFLECTION 



Ten more words were given to Moses amidst a cloud of fire on another cosmic
dwelling place, Mount Sinai, which left Moses’ face glowing. These words cast
vision for the kind of life God desired for His people. Words that infused God’s
people with God’s DNA, and depicted what life in God’s Kingdom should look
like. 
 
The light that set Moses’ face aglow was overcoming the darkness of the
people’s wandering.
Light that led to a new way of life for God’s people. 
 
Since the dawn of God’s beautiful creation was first shadowed by the darkness
of human sin, we have longed for healing to break forth as light beams through
the clouds. All we’ve ever wanted is an end to the darkness. Light that pulls us
into a new world. 
 
This is exactly what God is doing through Jesus: “For he has rescued us from the
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of light, the kingdom of
the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Colossians 1:12-13)
 
Just as God’s word broke forth like light in the darkness at creation, and as
liberation to the captives in Egypt, so God’s Word Incarnate is breaking forth
like light in the sin-weary darkness of our world, establishing God’s kingdom on
earth once again. Part of God’s light breaking forth means the righting of
wrongs, the establishing of justice, as Isaiah describes in this passage.
Particularly toward the poor and oppressed, God’s healing light means the
breaking of the bonds of poverty, the liberation of captives. Surely this is
metaphorical: through Jesus, God rights the wrong of sin within each of us. But
this isn’t only metaphorical; it is also literal. God has always been concerned for
the well being of the poor, the orphan, the widow, the “other.” And so even as
we receive God’s healing light, may we also share that healing, justice-working
light with those God loves.
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This reflection incorporates some concepts from Jace Broadhurst's sermon 
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“Creator God, tell me of another world,” I said.
 
“A world where bodies don’t fail and all are born healthy,
so people dance for days. 
A world where grief sets its prisoners free and heartbroken hearts find relief.
 
Tell me of another world, God.
A world where toddlers believe they can and clap for themselves every time
they take another wobbly step.
 
Tell me of the end of war.
Tell me of a church whose walls become windows, and whose faith becomes a
magnet— drawing people in with love’s pure pull.
 
Tell me again about the lion and the lamb. Tell me of another world,” I said.
 
Then God said, “Child, my child. You are my world. You are my heart, and you
are my Church. What you speak of is hope. But you should keep speaking, and
keep seeking, for it is such a beautiful prayer.”
 
 
 
 

CONVERSATION WITH GOD
(HOPE) 

by Sarah Are, © A Sanctified Art
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We are accustomed to having light whenever we want it. In fact, sometimes, we
can’t get away from ambient light even if we wanted to. This week, as often as
you are able, turn off the lights during dinner and eat by candlelight. If you are
eating with others, talk together about what it means that God is light.
Remember that there are people in our own community, and around the world,
who cannot afford to turn on the lights when it is dark - because they do not
have the funds to pay their electric bills, because they do not have homes, or
because their community doesn't have this convenience that we take for
granted. Let your conversation turn to action and consider giving to one of our
missional partners that help house people and provide for their basic needs in
times of crisis. Ideas include giving to Crisis Control or City with Dwellings. 
 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE: LITERAL LIGHT 

Benedictus by The Porter’s Gate
Hark The Herald Angels Sing by Chris Tomlin
Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light by Sufjan Stevens
 
 

SOUNDSCAPE

WEEK TWO | MONDAY 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us—
to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he
swore to our father Abraham:
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before
him all our days.
 
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on
before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his people the knowledge of
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of
our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those
living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of
peace.”
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DECEMBER 5 
LUKE 1:68-79 

REFLECTION
This passage, often known as “Zechariah’s Song” or "The Benedictus" features
light breaking forth in several ways. First, there is the light that illuminated the
sadness of Zechariah’s life with his wife Elizabeth. The couple was old and
barren, and their hopes for a child had surely long faded. Yet Zechariah, while he
was worshiping on behalf of Israel in the temple, received the joyful promise of
a son. Nine months later, Elizabeth and Zechariah’s son, John, was born. John’s
birth brought light into the dreary hopelessness of his parents’ barrenness. But
light breaks forth in an even more drastic way in this poem: John was the one
who would prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah. He would open up
the blinds of Israel’s dark house to let the warm light of God’s rising sun, the
Messiah, come streaming into Israel’s cold reality. Israel’s hopeless, metaphorical
barrenness had lasted for centuries. But finally, the news of John’s arrival
signaled the breaking dawn for God’s people, and for all the world. John’s light-
filled birth is for Elizabeth and Zechariah a microcosm of what God is doing in
the dark hopelessness of His people Israel.



If John is a microcosm for God’s activity, Zechariah is a microcosm of our
activity as the Church. Zechariah receives the gift of God’s light as he welcomes
his son. And he also becomes a proclaimer of who God is and what God is doing
on behalf of His people. Zechariah is a recipient and a proclaimer. This is the
vocation of the church, as well: first to receive God’s tender mercy that brings
healing from the trauma of darkness; and then to share it with others as well. As
we share in the priestly tradition of Zechariah, let’s join in singing of what God
has done for us, and invite others to join the song!
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Where is light missing in the world? In your life?
Where is light breaking in?

 
 

Prayer
May the light shine in the darkness, for even darkness cannot overcome it.

Amen.

LOOKING FOR 

WEEK TWO | TUESDAY 

Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.
 
But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his
face from you, so that he will not hear. So justice is far from us, and
righteousness does not reach us. We look for light, but all is darkness; for
brightness, but we walk in deep shadows. Like the blind we grope along the
wall, feeling our way like people without eyes. At midday we stumble as if it
were twilight; among the strong, we are like the dead.
 
We all growl like bears; we moan mournfully like doves. We look for justice, but
find none; for deliverance, but it is far away. For our offenses are many in your
sight, and our sins testify against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we
acknowledge our iniquities.
 
 “The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,”
declares the Lord.
 
Please read tomorrow’s scripture reading, on page 27, for the follow up to this
passage. 
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DECEMBER 6 

ISAIAH 59:1-2, 9-12, 20

This week’s theme is about God’s healing light breaking forth into the darkness of our
lives. One of the important ways we present ourselves to the Lord to receive His
healing is by confessing and being honest with God about our fears, failures, and
shortcomings. Today’s passage can be read as a prayer of confession along those
lines. How do the words and imagery of Isaiah 59 resonate with your own
experiences, or with things you see around you? Be honest with the Lord as you
allow Isaiah’s words to shape your prayer of confession.
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Prayer of confession
Where hands have brought about destruction, desolation, and desecration, 

where words have condemned betrayed, and deceived, 
where silence has concealed, isolated, and ignored – 

O come, O come Emmanuel.
Shine light in the dark places,

speak peace in the lands haunted by violence,
and ransom Your people.

O come, O come Emmanuel. Amen.
 

-Melissa Haupt

WEEK TWO | WEDNESDAY 

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the
Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
 
No longer will violence be heard in your land, nor ruin or destruction within your
borders, but you will call your walls Salvation and your gates Praise. The sun will
no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you,
for the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your
sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no more; the Lord will be your
everlasting light, and your days of sorrow will end.
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DECEMBER 7 

ISAIAH 60: 2,18-20

Before you read this passage, please read Isaiah 59 from Tuesday, December 6 on
page 25. Having confessed the darkness within and around you, eagerly entrust
yourself to the light of God that breaks forth into what feels like the most
impenetrable area of your life. Lean into God’s promise to bring healing out of
brokenness and hope out of despair. 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon
Emmanuel has come. For us. For you. To shine brightly in all the dark
places, not to condemn, but to forgive and make new. His light has
overcome the darkness outside of you and the darkness within you.

There is healing in His wings.
Believe the good news of the Gospel:

In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
Amen. 



WEEK TWO | THURSDAY 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in
keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
 
What kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as
you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.
 
So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to
be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s
patience means salvation. 
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DECEMBER 8 
2 PETER 3:8-9, 11-15

A New Heaven and a New Earth by Sarah Are © A Sanctified Art

This passage from 2 Peter strikes me as a bridge between two creation stories
— our creation story found in Genesis, and the new creation found in Jesus’
birth.
 
The reference to time in verse 8 drills in that connection, as the creation story
found in Genesis uses time as a marker for God’s greatness, just as Peter does
here.
 
Thus, the visual for this text is a creation visual – which you can color in with
your own pencils or paint if you choose! The half circle at the top of the page
represents the sun and God’s light in this world. At the bottom of the page is a
symbolic drawing of the earth—an earth where vines and vegetation take the
place of nations’ lines and boundaries, reminding us that we are all God’s
children, unified in creation.
 
In between these two reminders of creation, I included the words from verse
13, which point to our waiting. For not only in Advent, but in our everyday, we
long for something better than the suffering of this world. We long for healing.
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ARTIST REFLECTION

I found great comfort in the words:
“In accordance with God’s promise” (2 Peter 3:13), as they

remind us that indeed we wait, but we do not wait in vain. We
wait for a new heaven and a new earth. We wait for the coming

of the Christ child, and the healing He brings.
 

-Sarah Are



WEEK TWO | FRIDAY 

But in those days, following that distress,
“‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’
 
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power
and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds,
from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.
 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these
things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that
time will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his
servants in charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to
keep watch. Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner
of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when
the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you
sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’”
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DECEMBER 9 
MARK 13:24-27

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
Waiting can be hard. Waiting for something you desperately need can be
even harder. Waiting for healing in a situation that feels irreparable can be
excruciating. What are you waiting for right now? How does this passage
from Mark inform your emotional and spiritual posture as you wait?

 
 

Reflection Questions continue on next page

How do you process or handle distress, tragedy, or heartbreak? How does
this passage reshape or reform your responses to those things? Why would
we be summoned to wait upon the Lord even when it seems that the earth
is shaking and the things that gave light to our whole world are crashing
down around us?
What might it mean to “keep watch” in your present circumstances:
spiritually, emotionally, or relationally? How is the Lord summoning you to
patiently wait and watch for His inbreaking?
What signs of God’s love or light or healing do you see breaking into the
world or into your experiences? How might the Lord be sparking in you a
call to tear down the things that block His light? 
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SOUNDSCAPE
Waiting For You by The Many
 
 
 

prayer
Oh God, what does it look like to wait on Your restoration and Your

healing? Show me how I can watch for You. Point me toward the warm
hope of Your presence even as I wait for Your healing light to make all

things new and to swallow up the darkness.
Amen. 



WEEK TWO | FRIDAY 

Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim,
Benjamin and Manasseh. Awaken your might; come and save us.
 
Restore us, O God;
make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
 
How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder against the prayers of
your people? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them
drink tears by the bowlful. You have made us an object of derision to our
neighbors, and our enemies mock us.
 
Restore us, God Almighty;
make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
 
You transplanted a vine from Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land. The mountains
were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. Its branches
reached as far as the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. Why have you broken
down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes? Boars from the forest
ravage it, and insects from the fields feed on it. Return to us, God Almighty!
Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine, the root your right hand
has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself. Your vine is cut down, it is
burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish. Let your hand rest on the
man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself. Then we
will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.
 
Restore us, Lord God Almighty;
make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.
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DECEMBER 10 
PSALM 80

Look back on the last week, reflecting on the events and circumstances
you’ve experienced, and the people you’ve interacted with. How have you
seen or experienced light? 
How have you shared light with others?
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prayer
Arise, shine, for our light has come.

The radiance of God has risen upon us.
Amen. 

SHARING THE 



WEEK THREE | SUNDAY 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the
Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
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DECEMBER 11 
ISAIAH 60:1-3 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod,
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the
law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.’”
 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time
the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may
go and worship him.”
 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

MATTHEW 2:1-12
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LECTIO VISIO

Wise Women Also Came by Jan Richardson 
© Jan Richardson 

What emotions stir in you as you view this artwork?
Look at the figures in this piece. What stories do you imagine for them?
What do you see in this piece? What is most striking to you?
If you could stand in this scene, where would you stand and why?
What about this image resonates with the words from Matthew 2 or Isaiah
60?
If you were to paint either of today’s passage from Isaiah 60 or Matthew 2,
what imagery, colors, and details might you include?

Advent 2022 | 37

Imagine: A long time ago (no! It’s not a galaxy far, far away, you Star Wars
fanatics!) in Babylon or Persia. A cohort of scholars, dream interpreters, and
astronomers have been studying the ancient scrolls and are mind-blown by a
phenomenon in the sky. 
 
Nothing in their own texts clued them in on the meaning of this blazing celestial
orb. But their minds wandered back to the golden age of their ancestors, during
the reigns of King Nebuchadnezzar and King Darius. The wisdom of the
Chaldean Magi, the guild to which these same astrologers belonged, had failed
once before in the courts of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. But as legend
had it, there was one outsider whose wisdom never failed the king. He was an
exile from Israel – a Jew from the conquered city of Jerusalem. This outsider
didn’t worship the gods of Babylon. He clung to his belief that there was only
one god, Yahweh. And yet, as insignificant as one god seemed in the face of the
powerful Babylonian pantheon, Daniel insisted that his god provided all the
wisdom Daniel needed. And time and again, Daniel was right. The wisdom from
his god brought the Chaldean magi, and King Nebuchadnezzar along with them,
to their knees in humility. 
 
Now, with an inexplicable light burning in the sky, maybe it was time once again
to turn to the literature of Daniel’s god. “A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter
will rise out of Israel …” (Num 24:17)
 
Could the celestial orb blazing in the near eastern skies be the star prophesied in

PART I 

NATIONS WILL COME TO YOUR LIGHT | REFLECTION 
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week will all tie together, following
a narrative that interweaves Isaiah 60, Matthew 2, and other biblical passages.
Today’s reflection is an imaginative exercise based on Matthew 2 that draws deeply
on the Old Testament. It is Part I in a series of reflections that will build on each
other to underscore the meaning of the phrase in Isaiah 60 that “nations will come to
your light.”
 

Some concepts in the week's reflections are from Jace Broadhurst's sermon. 
 



38 | Advent 2022

the wisdom of the Hebrews? Could Daniel’s people once again understand
something that had confounded the Babylonian and Persian scholars? Could this
star that had mystified the Magi be the same star that signals the birth of a King
– the King of Daniel’s tiny little nation, the Jews?
 
Maybe there was truth yet again in the Jewish texts of Daniel’s people, as there
had been long ago. So a small band of astrologers – these scholars of the
Chaldean Magi guild – set out for Jerusalem to find out. The Magi followed the
star to the region of the Jews, to the home where it came to rest. 
 
But how could a “star” come to rest over the home where a ruler resided? 
 
Let’s allow our imaginative exercise to turn a bit more scientific at this point.
Obviously, a “star” can’t travel through the heavens and then come to rest over
a home. But maybe the word “star” isn’t the best translation for what’s
happening in Matthew’s Magi story. Maybe that word should be translated as
“radiance” or “brightness.” Or maybe something similar to “fire,” like the fire that
led Israel in the wilderness at night. Or, to pick up on a theme we’ve already
explored in this devotional, maybe it’s as simple as the presence of God … 
 
Ponder this until tomorrow when our reflection continues.
 
 

“But what does love look like?” I asked.
God said,
“I love you when I open the shutters to let the light in.
And I love you when I wander through the hallways of your mind, whistling love
songs to keep nightmares at bay.
And I love you when I kneel in your garden and pull the weeds that try to
strangle you so that you can grow nothing but wildflowers for days.
And I love you when I brush the dust off your piano keys and stairwells so that
you can once again open up your heart to another, and maybe even invite them
in to dance.”
I whispered to God, “I don’t think I’m very good at that.”
Then God said, “It’s ok. Sometimes your heart is full of dust, and your home is 

CONVERSATION WITH GOD
(LOVE) 

by Sarah Are, © A Sanctified Art
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full of hatred, and the garden soil is so rocky that not a single bit of new life can
grow.
 
But I love you anyhow, and I will never leave you. So when you aren’t sure,
listen for my lullaby. Look for the wildflowers. I am there. I am always in the
hallways of your heart. That is love. I just can’t leave you alone.”
 
 

This week’s reading and reflections will  build on each other to underscore the
meaning of the phrase, “nations will come to your light.” It is a glorious promise
that the Lord is drawing nations to Himself. While this is primarily God’s work,
we also know that God has called us to participate in His work to draw people
to Himself. We do so with great humility and respect, and with great confidence
that the Lord can use us in His work. As a way to participate in sharing the good
news of Jesus, consider the people that you interact with during the week who
have not yet said "yes" to Jesus.  Consider your friends, relatives, acquaintances,
neighbors and coworkers. After you have this list of folks, consider one or two
ways that you might bless one person on your list using B.L.E.S.S. as an
acronym.  
B - Begin with prayer. Prayer reminds us that this is always God’s work in which
we participate. 
L - Listen. Listen to whatever someone is willing to share - their story, their
burdens, their joys.  
E - Eat. Invite someone to share a meal with you. 
S- Serve. Meet someone’s needs, and be willing to receive from them as well. 
S - Share. When the opportunity arises, share your story and how you came to
know the Lord, or how the Lord is at work in your life. 
 
Consider keeping this as a regular practice as you seek to participate in God’s
work in the world, drawing people to Himself.

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE - B.L.E.S.S.

Star of Wonder by Phil Wickham
His Glory Appears by Hillsong Worship, featuring Brooke Ligertwood

SOUNDSCAPE
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DECEMBER 12 
EZEKIEL 11, SELECTED VERSES 

Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the gate of the house of the Lord
that faces east. The Spirit of the Lord came on me, and he told me to say: “This
is what the Lord says: ‘That is what you are saying, you leaders in Israel, but I
know what is going through your mind. You have killed many people in this city
and filled its streets with the dead.’
 
“Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘You leaders of Israel, you fear
the sword, and the sword is what I will bring against you. I will drive you out of
the city and deliver you into the hands of foreigners and inflict punishment on
you. I will execute judgment on you at the borders of Israel.’”
 
Then I fell facedown and cried out in a loud voice, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! Will
you completely destroy the remnant of Israel?”
 
The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, the people of Jerusalem have
said of your fellow exiles and all the other Israelites, ‘They are far away from the
Lord; this land was given to us as our possession.’
 
“Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘Although I sent them far
away among the nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little
while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone. I
will gather you from the nations and bring you back from the countries where
you have been scattered, and I will give you back the land of Israel again.’
 
“They will return to it and remove all its vile images and detestable idols. I will
give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from
them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. They will be my people,
and I will be their God.”
 
Then the cherubim, with the wheels beside them, spread their wings, and the
glory of the God of Israel was above them. The glory of the Lord went up from
within the city and stopped above the mountain east of it. The Spirit lifted me
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up and brought me to the exiles in Babylonia in the vision given by the Spirit of
God.
 
Then the vision I had seen went up from me, and I told the exiles everything the
Lord had shown me.
 
 

REFLECTION
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week all tie together. Today’s
reflection connects the “star” of the Magi to the glory of God in the Old Testament. It
is Part II in a series of reflections that will build on each other to underscore the
meaning of the phrase, “nations will come to your light.” 
 

You know that scene in Indiana Jones: The Raiders Of The Lost Ark, when that
guy’s face melts off? Keep that in mind as we consider how today’s reading from
Ezekiel connects with yesterday’s reading from Matthew. 
 
Here’s a very basic explanation of this passage: Ezekiel’s vision takes place in
Jerusalem, the “capital” of Israel and the throneroom of God’s presence. The
prophet is commanded by God to indict the leaders of Israel for their unjust
leadership, and to warn of the pending destruction that will befall them and
their city as a judgment for their rebellion against God and their unjust
treatment of the poor.
 
Scary, huh? But the truly mind-blowing part is the reference to God’s presence
being found outside of Jerusalem. All throughout the Old Testament – see
Exodus 25:10-22 for starters, or Psalm 80 from our reading on Friday, Dec. 10 –
we read descriptions of God’s presence always being in the same place:
enthroned between the wings of the cherubim on the lid of the ark of the
covenant. This “mercy seat,” as it is sometimes called, is the clearly-established
“throne” of God. God’s presence hangs out on the ark of the covenant. (Why
there? Don’t ask me!) The ark of the covenant is placed in the innermost heart
of the tabernacle, and then later in the temple that was built in Jerusalem. 
 
To recap, we’ve got God telling His people over and over in the OT: I will meet

PART II
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with you and dwell with you via the ark of the covenant, which you will place in the
tabernacle (which by the way, just means “dwelling place” in Hebrew!) and then
later in the Jerusalem temple. But then here in Ezekiel, God tells the prophet: well
actually, for a little while now I have been a sanctuary for the exiles in the countries
where I have scattered them. 
 
Wait, WHAT? God has been hanging out in other countries where His people
have been exiled? Not in Jerusalem? Not in the temple? Not enthroned
between the wings of the cherubim on the ark of the covenant? This is heresy! 
 
And then, as if to reinforce the point, at the end of this passage, the prophet
talks about those very same cherubim. Recall that God’s presence is always
enthroned between the wings of the cherubim, so the presence of the cherubim
is really just a clue that we’re talking about GOD HIMSELF here. Ezekiel sees
the cherubim spread their wings and rise into the air with God’s glory. “And the
glory of the Lord went up from within the city and stopped above the mountain
east of it.” God, in all His glory, leaves Judah and travels away — perhaps into
exile in Babylon with the people of God.
In short, God’s glory LEFT JERUSALEM. (insert mind-blown emoji!)
 
So what does this have to do with Indiana Jones, and even more so, the story of
the Magi? In the Raiders of the Lost Ark, the guy whose face melted off had
looked at a truly sacred object. He had seen a fiery light whose power and
holiness he couldn’t withstand, causing the skin to melt off his face. He had
looked at the ark of the covenant. He had seen the very glory of God,
represented by a blazing, fiery light. A light similar, perhaps, to the stars that
blaze in the night sky. It’s the same powerful, brilliant glory of God that
retreated from the Jerusalem temple when the hearts of God’s people had
become so hard that exile was the only way to soften them. 
 
So could the star of the Magi be a symbol of God’s glory? Perhaps it could. 
And if so, it wouldn’t be the first time in Scripture, as we see here in Ezekiel 11,
that God’s presence had “moved into the neighborhood” of a foreign land,
dwelling amongst foreigners as He provided sanctuary for His people in exile. 
 
Ponder this until tomorrow when our reflection continues. 
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Have you experienced light from a phone or flashlight or candle illuminating
the way, or showing you a path, or lighting up a room that you otherwise
couldn’t see? How do you feel when light shines into what was dark?
How do you see God’s light in other people?

 
 

prayer
May the light shine in the darkness,

for even darkness cannot overcome it.
Amen.

LOOKING FOR 
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DECEMBER 13 
JOHN 1:1-5,14 (NLT)

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything
through him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave life
to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father’s one and only Son.
 
 

REFLECTION
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week all tie together. Today’s
reflection focuses on Jesus as the embodiment of God’s glory. It is Part III in a series
of reflections that will build on each other to underscore the meaning of the phrase,
“nations will come to your light.”
 
 
PART III
One of our Scripture readings for this Sunday, Isaiah 60, envisions the
culmination of God’s long work of restoration. It depicts the final scene in God’s
story of salvation which takes place in the restored creation that is God’s
forever-home with His people. In this closing act of God’s drama of salvation
that we read in Isaiah 60, the glory of God – symbolized by a shining light – rises
upon His people. God has brought His people home to be with Him once more
in the New Jerusalem, and the light of His very presence illumines the world
forever, so that darkness is no more. This very same metaphor appears in
Revelation 21, the second to last chapter of the Bible. There, God’s presence is
once again described with the imagery of light: “the city does not need the sun
or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its
lamp” (Rev 21:23).
 
So if God’s glory left Jerusalem during the Babylonian exile described in Ezekiel, 

and yet we see God’s glory shining brightly at the center of God’s dwelling place
in the New Jerusalem depicted in Isaiah 60 and Revelation 21, how does God’s
glory get back amongst His people? What happens between the exile from
Jerusalem, and the metaphorical “return to home” in the New Jerusalem of
Revelation and Isaiah? 
 
Enter Jesus, as described in John. It is no coincidence that John describes Jesus
as the “light in the darkness;” God’s presence, as we have been tracing in this
devotional, is associated with the imagery of light. And Jesus embodies the
presence of God. He is God’s glory, wrapped up in human skin, human thought,
human emotion, human experience. That’s what “incarnation” means – God’s
very presence in human form. Jesus, the light in the darkness, is God’s presence.
Jesus is Light With Us.  
 
We might even say that Jesus is the glory of God emanating like a radiant star
from the home where He was resting, drawing far-off people to His presence
even as He does for you and me today. Could Jesus Himself, God’s glory
incarnate, God’s Light With Us, be the blazing light that drew the Magi? Perhaps
He could. 
 
Jesus is God’s glory visible for all to see. Not in a way that melts your face off,
or is dangerous to approach. But rather, God’s glory that has moved into our
neighborhoods: accessible, immanent, personable, relatable. God’s glory, filled
with unfailing love and faithfulness toward all those God loves. God’s glory, full
of warmth and welcome, like a cozy fire in the hearth of a beloved home. 
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 A Home For God by Jan Richardson 
© Jan Richardson 
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DECEMBER 14 
LUKE 2: 25-32 (NLT)

 At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous
and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel.
The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die
until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the Temple.
So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the
law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God,
saying,
 
 “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised.
 I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people.
He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people
Israel!”
 
 REFLECTION
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week all tie together. Today’s
reflection, Part IV, begins to connect the dots between the phrase, “nations will come
to your light” and the story of the Magi.
 
 
PART IV
Why have we paired Matthew’s Magi and Luke's Simeon with this week’s focal
phrase, “nations will come to your light?” Because this is one of the most
significant, if underrated, themes in all of Scripture. The story of the Magi
perfectly illustrates its importance, and Luke’s character Simeon points toward it
as well. 
 
Recall that in Matthew’s account, we have the glory of God appearing to
scholars in Babylon who follow that radiant presence all the way to Judea and
watch it hover over (just as it did in Ezekiel 11) the place where it would dwell.
 
Matthew is making a theological point: the glory of God has returned. He
depicts the glory, radiating like a star in the heavens, pointing to the return of
God through the birth of a King. Not unlike a story told by a different
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Gospel writer named Luke, here Matthew is painting a picture of glory in the
heavens that symbolizes the coming of the God-King, with visitors who come to
joyfully worship Him. But, as NT scholar Robert Gundry wonders, perhaps
Matthew makes some rhetorical changes (for instance, Luke’s angels become a
“star” in Matthew; Luke’s shepherds become Magi in Matthew) to capture a
larger theme — a theme about Jesus being “not just for me.” 
 
Matthew’s Magi seem to foreshadow and emphasize the mission of Jesus to the
Gentiles. In other words, as Luke’s Simeon puts it while cradling the infant Jesus
in his arms, Jesus is for Israel, yes; but He is also a “light to reveal God to the
nations.” In other Bible translations, Simeon describes Jesus as a “light for
revelation to the Gentiles.” In short, Jesus is for the “other.” 
 
“Gentiles” was a dirty word in Scripture. Gentiles are non-Jews who are outside
the fold of God’s flock. The Magi were Gentiles. We assume they worshiped the
pantheon of Babylonian or Persian gods. This means they were not only
outsiders to God’s people; even worse, they were idolaters. These were not
“good guys.” No Jewish person hearing Matthew’s Gospel would have
considered the Magi worthy of greeting the Jewish Messiah.
 
And yet, these outsiders seek, find, and worship the Messiah of Israel, while the
Jewish insiders, and particularly the Jewish leadership as represented by Herod
and later the Pharisees, seek to eliminate Israel’s long-awaited king. The Magi
are walking illustrations of God’s grace extended to those who, according to
Israel’s understanding of the law, don’t deserve God’s grace. They are drawn to
the light of Israel’s Messiah, even from outside the boundaries of physical and
spiritual Israel; they are illumined by it, and they worship because of it. They
embody Simeon’s statement that Jesus would be a “light to reveal God to the
nations”. Simeon and the Magi point the way toward what is to come because
of Jesus: the Gentile nations, as represented by the scholars from the east, are
welcomed into the light of God’s presence. 
 
Simeon and the Magi together remind us that Jesus is “not just for me.” Rather,
He draws all things together under God’s Kingship; He illuminates all that is
dark; He reveals God to those who otherwise wouldn’t see Him. He lights the
way to God even for those who can’t see the path.
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prayer
Illuminate our way, O Lord, 

For the paths are rocky and the sky is dark.
Illuminate in us 

Our need for Your great light.
May You shine upon our faces so that we

And our children
And our children’s children 

Follow Your everlasting light,
For You are the way. 

 
-Kayla Craig, To Light Their Way

Not Just For Me by Common Hymnal, featuring Jenny Wahlström
 
 

SOUNDSCAPE WEEK THREE | THURSDAY 
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DECEMBER 15 
ISAIAH 60, SELECTED VERSES (NLT)

"The glory of the Lord rises and appears over you. All nations will come to your
light; mighty kings will come to see your radiance. Look and see, for everyone is
coming home! Your sons are coming from distant lands; your little daughters will
be carried home.
 
Your eyes will shine, and your heart will thrill with joy, for merchants from
around the world will come to you. They will bring you the wealth of many
lands. Vast caravans of camels will converge on you, the camels of Midian and
Ephah. The people of Sheba will bring gold and frankincense and will come
worshiping the Lord. The flocks of Kedar will be given to you, and the rams of
Nebaioth will be brought for my altars. I will accept their offerings, and I will
make my Temple glorious. They will bring you the wealth of many lands.
 
And what do I see flying like clouds to Israel, like doves to their nests? They are
ships from the ends of the earth, from lands that trust in me,led by the great
ships of Tarshish. They are bringing the people of Israel home from far away,
carrying their silver and gold. They will honor the Lord your God, the Holy One
of Israel, for he has filled you with splendor. The glory of Lebanon will be yours
—the forests of cypress, fir, and pine—to beautify my sanctuary. My Temple will
be glorious.
 
 REFLECTION
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week all tie together. Today’s
reflection, Part V, returns to Isaiah 60 to bring our reflections full circle.
 
 
PART V
In the verses selected from Isaiah 60 for today’s reading, we’ve got a grand
homecoming. “Your sons are coming from distant lands; your little daughters
will be carried home. Your eyes will shine, and your heart will thrill with joy …”
This is reminiscent of the misty-eyed father in Luke 15 welcoming home his
prodigal son. What once was hopelessly lost has been found. The children of
Israel are sailing back on sparkling waters, their faces shining like diamonds as
they peer over the bow of that mighty vessel, the Black Pearl, with Captain Jack
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Sparrow at the helm … Um, EXCUSE ME? Ok ok, so the Black Pearl isn’t actually
mentioned in Isaiah 60. But perhaps the idea of the Black Pearl isn't too far  out
of reach. Check this out:
 
“And what do I see flying like clouds to Israel, like doves to their nests?
They are ships from the ends of the earth, from lands that trust in me,
    led by the great ships of Tarshish.
They are bringing the people of Israel home from far away.”
 
Those great ships of Tarshish? They’re basically pirate ships. In Isaiah 2 they
symbolize the pride and haughtiness of the nations opposed to God. In Psalm
48, it is said that God will shatter the ships because they represent self-
exaltation and human pride. Side note: do you know where Jonah tries to sail
when he’s running away from God? Tarshish. And that’s because Tarshish
represents everything that was diametrically opposed to God and His ways.
 
Why are these irreverent, pagan pirates sailing around in God’s restored
creation?! 
 
As the ships of Tarshish come sailing onto the horizon of Isaiah 60, it’s clear that
the vessels have indeed been brought low by God, as predicted in Psalm 48. The
day of the Lord’s judgment has come. But Isaiah makes clear that this judgment
is not for the sake of destruction but for transformation. The day of judgment is
the day of being made new. Refined by the purifying fire of God’s judgment
prophesied in Isaiah 2, they have been stripped of their haughty, rebellious
purposes and transformed for a holy purpose. In Isaiah 60, the ships of Tarshish
carry the Lost Boys and Girls of Israel home at last. 
 
What we’re seeing is that God’s restored creation will be a place of
transformation – even for things we wouldn’t expect. We see this same thing in
the reference to the trees of Lebanon. Throughout the OT, the cedar, cypress,
juniper and fir trees from Lebanon are considered the most ornate, decadent
building materials in the world. They represent human self-glorification. Yet in
Isaiah 60:13, Lebanon’s trees no longer stand for self-indulgent, decadent
idolatry. Instead, they beautify God’s dwelling in the Holy City.
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God’s redemptive work extends even to the nations, those mighty empires that
oppressed God’s people and worshiped false gods. In Isaiah “the nations” usually
aren’t presented positively, but rather as enemies or barriers to God and His
people. But in Isaiah 60:11, we see the gentile kings of the nations marching
into the Holy City, bearing the world’s wealth in their arms. Not only do they
give their wealth for the benefit of God’s kingdom, they also acknowledge
Israel’s God as Lord. If this is stirring your musical memory of “three (gentile)
kings” bringing gold, frankincense and myrrh to the manger, you’re not wrong!
Matthew’s Magi can be read as symbols or representations of the nations being
drawn to God’s light in adoration and worship. 
 
As the kings of the nations come marching into the radiance of God’s presence,
we are reminded that this has always been the aim of the redemption story:
what was lost being found; what was far off being drawn near; what was broken
being healed; what was dark being infused with light; what was wrong being set
right; what was hardened in rebellion being softened by love. 
 
 

prayer
Lord, our hearts are stirred at the images of transformation You have

promised: the streaming of nations to You, bringing their gifts and
acknowledging that You are Lord. May we too lay our gifts at Your feet,
including our joyful willingness to share Your light with everyone (even

the pirates!). In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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DECEMBER 16 
MARK 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, as it
is written in Isaiah the prophet:
 
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— “a voice
of one calling in the wilderness,‘Prepare the way for the Lord,make straight
paths for him.’”
 
And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this
was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with
water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
 
 

REFLECTION
The written reflections and Scripture readings this week all tie together. Today’s
reflection, Part VI, expands our horizons outward as we consider our role in pointing
others toward the light. 
 
 
PART VI
“Prepare the way, make His paths straight!” This is an ancient cry that has
sprung from the lips of prophets – Malachi, Isaiah, and now John the Baptizer.
Perhaps this was a call to action for those in a community or city to to welcome
a new prophet, royalty, or king. But why the command to make straight the
path? The topography and climate of the ancient near east was not unlike
modern day Los Angeles and its suburbs: arid, dusty, hilly, even mountainous – a
far cry from a lush region that would have the water resources to actually
flatten out pathways. How do you make straight a path that wends over hilltops
and through rugged wilderness? 

Maybe the physical preparation of a road or path isn’t actually in view here.
Let’s consider this command metaphorically. What spiritual, relational, or
emotional “paths” have you traveled to the Lord? What winds or curves has that
journey taken you on? What chasms, precipes, or crooked paths have you
encountered along the way?
 
If another person could have prepared the path for you, making it straight and
smooth, what might that have looked like and felt like? 
 
Think beyond your own individual experience. What would a straightened path
look like for other people? What barriers to God might stand in the way for
people with different life experiences? What systems, policies, or institutional
practices might impede the path to God? How can we play a part in shifting
systems of power and scarcity to pave the way for the inbreaking of God to be
known and shown? For others to be able to walk the path to the presence of
God, just as we ourselves have walked it? How can you announce the Lord’s
arrival, and help straighten the way for others to easily and assuredly walk into
His presence, like the kings of the nations marching into Zion in Isaiah 60?  
 
God has come in all His glory, and He himself is flattening out the hills and
raising up the ditches to make the way to His presence smooth and easy.
 
So let’s get out our shovels and buckets and join in that work!
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In this piece, I created an open wilderness – the space in which this new
beginning emerges. The sky swirls about, swallowed up by billowing clouds. The
land converges with angled paths, but they and the sky gradually become
straight along the horizon line. As you look at this image, my hope is that your
eyes land on the straightened horizon. Perhaps this will remind us that our
actions begin with sharing the vision of who is to come, to truly see possibility
for all the crooked paths and twisted ways of our world to be made right.
 
-Lisle Gwynn Garrity
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ARTIST REFLECTION

Prepare The Way by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
© A Sanctified Art

WEEK THREE | SATURDAY 
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DECEMBER 17 
1 JOHN 1:5-7

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in
him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
 
 

How can you make evident the glory and light of God this Advent season? 
Who do you know that is a metaphorical “gentile” – someone who doesn’t
yet know that they belong to God? How can you “walk” in the light of God
in such a way that others will feel welcomed and safe to join you in that
light-filled walk?
To whom can you extend the tangible light and love of God today or this
week? 

 
 

prayer
Arise, shine, for our light has come.

The radiance of God has risen upon us.
Amen.

SHARING THE 



WEEK FOUR | SUNDAY 
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DECEMBER 18 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:6

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face
of Christ.
 
 

COLOSSIANS 1:11-14 (NLT)
May you be filled with joy, always thanking the Father. He has enabled you to
share in the inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light. For he
has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the
Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.
 
 

LECTIO VISIO

Light Pierces Through by Lisle Gwynn Garrity 
© A Sanctified Art
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How does this image make you feel? What emotions stir in you as you view
this artwork?
What do you see in this piece? What is most striking to you?
What about this image resonates with the words from 2 Cor 4 and Col 1?
If you were to paint today’s passage from 2 Cor 4 or Col 1, what imagery,
colors, and details might you include? 

 
 

ARTIST REFLECTION
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light
(John 1:5). God is light that pierces through the darkness. Nothing can stop it or
dampen its might. 
 
In this painting, I meditated on the persistence of light. Light can travel endlessly
through a vacuum; light waves won’t diminish no matter how far they have to
travel. Therefore, starlight travels through space for billions of light years to
reach us on earth. Can you imagine that? Perhaps that’s God’s nature and
constant posture—endlessly traveling through time and space just to reach us.
To be light with us. 
 
-Lisle Gwynn Garrity
 
 

LIGHT WITH US | REFLECTION
JESUS (A SPOKEN WORD)

Jesus. 
 
I can hear Your name reverberating throughout the halls of human history.
Bouncing off the walls of human hearts. 
Riding on the waves of sound. 
Transcending and transmitting life, to every substance, You were there. 
Before dust had form, before living things had beating hearts You hovered over
the face of the dawn as it broke for the first time; for darkness was no match for
You. And proud as darkness may be it had to bend for You. To bow and to break
and move aside for You.

by Davy Flowers
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And with four words come into subjection to You, LET THERE BE LIGHT!
And with the void as Your canvas, You began to paint. 
 
Mystery and majesty mingled together to manifest the wonder of this world.
Manifold miracles too profound to pronounce and yet they know when it's their
time to bow. Just like we know when it's our time to bow. For just like the stars,
in radiant splendor, awaiting Your permission to light up the sky, You are the
substance of our lives. The subject of our awe and the stillness in our storm.
 
Rising above the tides of intimidating times for they are dim in the light of You.
They perish at the sight of You. They tremble at the mention of You, for You are
a mighty God, with a stronger arm than the greatest champions that history has
ever known. 
 
Greater than the might of Pharaoh's army. And the height of Jericho's walls.
Deeper than the depths of Daniel's den. And brighter than the blaze of
Babylon's furnace. More piercing than the 400 years of Heaven's silence.  
 
You broke the silence and in doing so You broke the curse. Setting in motion a
salvation narrative that not even Herod could reverse. 
 
You are purer than the innocence of Mary's womb. And fiercer than the raging
waters that calmed beneath Your feet. Condemning sickness to the pit and
setting captives free. All authority is Yours, in all of heaven and on earth. 
 
So You authorize kings who rise and fall at Your command. Doing according to
Your will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one
can stay Your hand or subdue Your glory. Or take Your life unless You lay it
down freely.
 
Jesus, the cross You bore was the one You chose and it served You in the same
way as the tomb from which You rose. Making a mockery of the grave. Stripping
it of all its power.
For all the power is Yours.
The glory is Yours.
Dominion is Yours.
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Jesus, we are Yours. So we won't fear when the earth gives way and the nations
shake. And the systems of this world break down and disintegrate. We won’t
fear when darkness surrounds and the cold night endures, for we know that You
are light. The light of God. With us. Forever.
 
 

CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD
(JOY)

by Sarah Are, © A Sanctified Art
“God,” I asked, “What brings you joy?”
 
“Oh, my child,” God said. “The list is so long. Hearing you say my name and
seeing you soak in this beautiful creation bring me joy. When you stand with
family, neighbors, and strangers, and sing or work together, my heart risks
overflowing with joy. When you remember the children, and the quiet, and the
hurting—I swear my heart could take flight.”
 
“And when your heart takes flight,” I asked, leaning forward with curiosity, “then
what happens?”
 
And God leaned back and laughed the most musical, heart-filled, soul-reaching
laugh I’d ever heard, and that’s when I remembered—joy is contagious, and it is a
gift. 
 
And then I started singing.
 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE - LIGHT WITH YOU
Chances are, this will be a full week for you. It could be full of activity, full of
demands, full of emotions and fears, full of expectations, or full with the newly-
felt absence of activity and relationships. In this midst of this full week -
whatever that fullness intends for you - consider using a simple breath prayer
during the week to remind yourself that the Light is with you. Even more than a
reminder, a breath prayer is a way to enjoy God’s presence in the moment, no
matter where you find yourself. Here is a simple way to engage in a breath
prayer:
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 Ask God to direct your prayer.
Choose a name and/or characteristic of God that tugs at your heart and
mind. This will be the first part of your breath prayer, prayed when you
inhale.  
Reflect on what you, or another person, may need. This will be the second
part of your breath prayer, prayed when you exhale.  
Breath prayers can adjust depending on what you need and how God leads.  

O God who has come … let me adore you. 
God of Light … shine your love in me. 
Lord Jesus … be near.
Pursuing God … bring home my lost daughter/son.

Breath prayers are short and simple, only 6-8 syllables so that you can verbally
or silently pray it while you inhale and exhale. Breath prayers are an excellent
way to meditate, quiet your heart, and know that God is God. They can be used
anywhere and everywhere, even as you work and play.  
Form your own breath prayer. Following these suggested steps may help:
 

1.
2.

3.

4.
Examples of breath prayers:

 
 

Let Us Adore by Elevation Worship 
O Come, All You Unfaithful by Sovereign Grace Music

SOUNDSCAPE
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DECEMBER 19 
PSALM 27, SELECTED VERSES (NLT)

The Lord is my light and my salvation — so why should I be afraid?
The Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble?
The one thing I ask of the Lord — the thing I seek most— is to live in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life, delighting in the Lord’s beauty and meditating
in his Temple. At his sanctuary I will offer sacrifices with shouts of joy, singing
and praising the Lord with music.
 
Hear me as I pray, O Lord. Be merciful and answer me! My heart has heard you
say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart responds, “Lord, I am coming.” 
 
Teach me how to live, O Lord Lead me along the right path, for my enemies are
waiting for me. Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s goodness while I am here
in the land of the living. Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous.
Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.
 
 

How do you experience God’s presence as light and salvation? 
Consider the association we have made this Advent with light as a
representation of God’s presence. As you think about God as Light With Us,
what stands out as you read: “The one thing I ask of the Lord — the thing I
seek most— is to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
delighting in the Lord’s beauty and meditating in his Temple.” 

 
 

prayer
May the light shine in the darkness,

for even darkness cannot overcome it.
Amen.

LOOKING FOR

WEEK FOUR | TUESDAY 
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DECEMBER 20 
LUKE 1:26-38 (NRSV)

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you.’ But she was perplexed by his words and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God. You will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel
departed from her.
 
 

REFLECTION
Some of you have heard the life-shattering news of an unexpected pregnancy.
Some of you have heard the life-shattering news of a pregnancy lost, or a baby
with health complications. There is hardly anything more weighty than hearing
news (good or bad) about a pregnancy. How did you respond when you
received your news?  
 
When an angel visited Mary and told her the life-shattering news of her sacred
pregnancy, Mary’s response was to submit herself to God. Her first act of
parenting Jesus was to pray. I imagine her prayer was marked by awe and full-
blown worship, and probably full-blown fear as well. Bringing a child into the
world is hard, scary stuff, I can’t imagine how much harder and scarier it must
have felt two millennia ago. On top of that, Mary bore the cultural shame of a
pregnancy outside of marriage, and had to grapple with the tumultuous surprise
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of being pregnant without planning or trying for it. And yet, in all of that, she
prayed and trusted. She trusted that God’s light would illuminate the darkness
of all of her unknowns and all of her fears.
 
She trusted that God’s light would be with her. 
 
Like Mary, we can turn to God in moments of worship and awe, and in moments
of fear, uncertainty, surprise, bitterness, and unknowing. All of our prayers –
whether poetic, pure, broken or bitter – matter in cosmic, eternal ways we can’t
begin to fathom. All of our prayers, like Mary’s, can be expressions of trust that
God will light up our way. 
 
Allow Mary’s prayer of submission and trust to light the way toward your own
prayerful dependence on God. 
 
 

MAY: A POEM FOR MARY'S MONTH
by Malcolm Guite 

Light of light like music ringing
Melts her winter into mirth.
Buried seeds are blossoms springing
Out of the expectant earth
And a single maiden singing
Celebrates the promised birth.
Soon the day of love is dawning
And the time will not be long
When the radiance of morning
Breaks the darkness with a song.
Through the passing night the day
Shines upon his sleeping head
Who will wipe our tears away
And comfort the awakened dead
 
 

WEEK FOUR | WEDNESDAY 
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DECEMBER 21 
LUKE 1:45-55 (NRSV)And Elizabeth said,

“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord.’
 
And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
urely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts
of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
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Magnificat by Jan Richardson 
© janrichardsonimages.com

prayer
Today, pray the prayer that Mary sang to the Lord, and as you pray,

allow the Spirit to form your desires so that your desires reflect the God
of light who wants everyone to flourish.

WEEK FOUR | THURSDAY 
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DECEMBER 22 
LUKE 2:1-7

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of
the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to
register.
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available
for them.
 
 

REFLECTION 

I wonder what it was like for Mary and Joseph to embark on their parenting
journey – a journey that surely highlighted awestruck wonderings and deep-
seated fears as they welcomed a tiny baby into a weary world. What was God
doing? Why them? Why now? Why couldn’t they even find a place indoors for
Mary to give birth?
 
What are the questions you are asking God lately? What questions echo in your
heart or mind, unanswered, perhaps unanswerable? 
 
We all have plenty of questions. Some of them are really big, hard questions.
And we don’t have all the answers. But just as the Israelites had a pillar of fire
by night to light the way in the darkness, we, too, have a God who provides
warmth and light even in the darkness of our uncertainty.
 
As we walk the path before us, much like Joseph and Mary walked the dusty
way to Bethelhem, we often don’t get to see much beyond what’s right in front

adapted from Kayla Craig, To Light Their Way
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of us. In the unknowns of life, we have to trust that God will illuminate the path
and give us what we need for the day, just as he made a way and provided for
Mary and Joseph on their journey. We have to trust that God's light is with us.
 
Let us cling to that stubborn hope that in the end, the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
 
 

prayer
Almighty God, You have raised up to shine on us the new light of Your
incarnate Word. Grant that this light, kindled in our hearts, may shine
forth in our lives, that Your presence with us would be a light unto the

paths that lead us to You.
Amen.

WEEK FOUR | FRIDAY 
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DECEMBER 23 
LUKE 2: 8-14

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.”
 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
 
 

The Annunciation to the Shepherds by Laura James

prayer
Eternal God, from the tabernacle of heaven to the poverty of a stable,

Your radiant light shines forth in a tiny baby wrapped in rags; such
humble Love astounds. Glory to God in the highest!  

 
In Jesus You have become one with us that we might become one with

You. Open our hearts to joyfully receive His love, that His light may
shine in us. Illuminated by the warm light of His love we pray, Amen.



WEEK FOUR | SATURDAY 
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DECEMBER 24 
LUKE 2:15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what
had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.
 
 

REFLECTION 
The winter solstice was only a few days ago – that darkest, longest day of the
year. It is no coincidence that Christmas comes on the heels of the solstice.
Following immediately after the darkest day of the year, Christmas is a day full
of light. The twinkling trees, luminaries, and glowing candles are all just symbols
for the light of the incarnate Christ, who will not be conquered by darkness. In
this way, the Christmas season itself and its placement in the calendar tells the
story of the incarnation: hope, new life, renewal, and light that sends the
darkness running. 
 
This Advent season you have seen and heard all about the light that breaks into
the darkness, bringing healing and hope. Today it’s your turn to run with
abandon to the manger like the shepherds did, glorifying and praising God, the
Light With Us, for all the things you have seen and heard, which are just as you
have been told.
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prayer
O Christ Jesus, joy of the world, Light with us,

We celebrate Your arrival, Word made flesh. We marvel that You,
Maker of heaven and earth entered this world as one of us – a

cosmic King made vulnerable infant, swaddled in strips of cloth –
and You let us hold You in our arms. 

 
O Prince of Peace,

In our celebrations and rejoicing, we watch the light break in, and
we pray, too, for those who are alone this day, who ache for the
gift of together and spend the day in quiet – no melodies of little
voices, no choruses of laughter at the table. Comfort the lonely,

and bring joy to the hurting. Fill the hungry and lift the lowly. And
may we know, O Redeemer, that Your work of shalom begins in us. 

 
O Spirit of the living God,

As our children pull presents from under the tree, we know these
paper boxes are but temporary joys in the light of Your glory. We
thank You for the good gift of Jesus, and we thank You that You
have given and still offer now gifts of love and joy, of peace and

patience, gifts of kindness and goodness, of faithfulness and self-
control. 

 
O God of mercy,

We rejoice as we celebrate Christ’s arrival – the day that changed
everything and restored the light of Your presence in the world.

We give You all the glory forevermore. Amen. 
 

-adapted from Kayla Craig, To Light Their Way
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DECEMBER 25 
JOHN 8:12 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
 
 

prayer
We come to You, O Light in the darkness.

We come to You, O Light of the world.
We worship You, Son of God, whose glory has risen upon us, who
traversed the cosmos, and who broke into our world with love for

all people, for all places, for all time. 
 

We have unwrapped the presents, and now in the quiet, we seek
the brightness of Your dawn, just as the Magi did so long ago. Let

this not be an end to Christmas joy but rather a beginning,
beckoning us toward the future, toward a life of worshiping You.

 
We come to You, O Light in the darkness.

We come to You, O Light of the world.
May we receive the sacred gift of being bringers of hope and

bearers of Your presence,
 O Great Light With Us. Amen.

 
-adapted from Kayla Craig, To Light Their Way
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